THE GUIDING LIGHT

Prince Edward Island Lighthouse Society
15" Newsletter, Issue 2 Jan. 2012

AMIi ssion of the Prince Edward I sl and Lig
lighthouses in the area and to work with the Canadian Coast Guard and other agencies,
both government and non-profit groups, to achieve the safe-keeping of the buildings,

artifacts and records of Prince EC4d

PEI LIGHTHOUSE SOCIETY
ObLeary, RR# 2, PE, coB 1V
Phone: 1-902-859-3117 | Fax: 902-859-3117
Email:peilight@pei.sympatico.ca | www.peilighthousesociety.ca

EXECUTIVE CONTACT INFORMATION
2. Eric Gallant Vice President eric.gallant@sourisharbourauthority.com
3. Jean Ronahan Secretary/Treasurer  jronahan@bellaliant.net
5. Stewart Mac Rae Director smacrae@auracom.com
6. Anne Arsenault Director anne@tignish.com

IN THIS ISSUE

New Owners for Cape Egmont Lighthouse. Update from the Lights.

Capturing the Shifting Sands at West Point 0Odd Inns & Uncommondations.

Sister Lights of the Northumberland Strait. Old 1879 Examiner Ar t i c | e é

Positive Feedbackéfrom t he s} January 2012 Lighthouse Summary.
President s Message Island Heritage Lighthouses.

Confederation Center Art Gallery Exhibit. What is the fate of our lighthouses?




New Owners for Cape Egmont
Lighthouse

ATE wants to discuss Community
takeover

The following is a press release:

CUTLINE: Mont-Carmel fisherman Robert Gallant and Bonnie
CAPE EGMONT, PEIT Dec. 22, 20111 Gallant, economic development officer with RDEE Prince Edward

: ; : . Island Inc., are in front the Cape Egmont Lighthouse, checking out
ReSIdsntS ?(f tc?? Evange"?e r(_eglon ;Nlllt a plaque that used to be hung on the building.
SO0Nn pe asked 10 answer two Importan

questions: fADoes the development possibilities for the site.
take over responsibility for the Cape Alf the community
Egmont Lightflofused®,0 charge of the local lighthouse, it will
organization (existing or not yet formed) get until next May to submit an official
shoul d take'it over ? request Containing
LoOAssoci at i avangéliveythei s notes the ATE. "Next, the group

local tourism association) wishes to begin charged with the project would have a
serious discussions on these topics during maximum of three years to develop

a free information breakfast Saturday, Jan. and submit a business plan for the
21, at 8:30 a.m. at the Centre Expo- site. If the plan was accepted by the
Festival in Abram-Village. To register for government, the site would then be
the breakfast, contact Bonnie Gallant at transferred to the
(902) 854-3663 or at bonnie@rdeeipe.org The ATE and RDEE Prince Edward
before Jan. 17. _ Island (the provincial francophone
The association explains that the federal economic development council) have
Department of Fisheries and Oceans has been studying this matter for quite
identified 42 lighthouses and marine lights, some time; they felt the timing was
including the Cape Egmont Lighthouse, as right to have a discussion about
Asurpluso and no Il on available options for the site with the
first offering them to community groups community. These two organizations
that would want to assume responsibility are ready to continue working on the
for them. If no group makes an offer on the lighthouse project to ensure its
lighthouses before May 2012, the development and long-term success.
government will put the remaining ones up During the breakfast, participants will
for public sale. _ be briefed on all conditions of transfer
Believing the Cape-Egmont lighthouse has and legal responsibilities of such a
the potential of being developed into a takeover and as well as on results of
tourist attraction, the ATE is therefore research that has been done so far.

interested in seeing that the structure is Officials will then explain the various
steps that need to be taken if the

saved. It_ wants .to feel the pulse of its community is ready to accept the
community on this matter. It has already challenge.
formed a Committee to |00k at various President of Association Touristique Evangéline

Jeannita Bernard-email: jmbernar@hotmail.com
(902 854-2189
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CAPTURINGTHE SHI FTI NG

New Erosion Technique™
For West Point
Lighthouse

~ Good weather, a
goodiidea and a new
pany have combined

protective

dune in front of the
| sl andbés talle
The dune had been wiped
out in the December 21-23,
2010 storm which ravaged
the Maritimes causing
extensive damage and
flooding.

All photos by: Carol Livingstone,

During the past year a number of studies were done and a variety of
options were explored. With winter approaching, area residents were concerned
that another severe storm would cause irreparable damage to the lighthouse and
inn. The West Point Development Corporation hired a new company, Seawall
Coastal Industries, to construct a 200 foot wood, stone and sand seawall in front
of the building.

The concept originated with Graham Langley, owner of LTR Erosion
Protection Services in Pictou NS. He became interested in shoreline protection
during the mid 198006s when his cottage

Strait in Nova Scotia was losing ground every year.



Mr. Langley, a civil engineer, studied what had and had not worked for the
American Army Corps of Engineers. Combining their experience and his own, he
constructed a wall in front of his cottage in 1991. As he oversaw the construction
at West Point December 5, Iti3 wemyyeahseandsve at e
havenoét | osihchafpq waretrdry s iDaring thdt peeiod.ofotime he
has helped protect 7571 100 coastal properties in Nova Scotia.

Coastal Seawall Industries was formed with Mr. Langill, and local residents
Donald Stewart (902)-859-3898 [cell 853-7172] and Denton Ellis (902)-859-3529 [cell 853-
7029] whose shoreline property adjacent to the lighthouse had also been severely
eroded.

A trench approximately two and a half feet deep, was dug in an arc in front of
the lighthouse. Next a series of twelve foot vertical and horizontal steel I-beams
welded together were inserted at an angle into the trench. The existing sand dune
formed the back wall. The whole operation went very quickly and smoothly. When
| visited the site, Mr.Langl ey6s grandson was s hasouwh n
end of the wall, bolting the 3 by 6 inch hemlock planks to the I-beams, a hi-mac
was piling Island stone behind the planks a short distance farther north, and
toward the beginning of the wall, others were covering the rocks with a geo-tech
fabric which would later be covered with sand. The angle of the planks, the spaces
between the planks and the Island stones are all meant to deflect the energy of the
waves. The various stages were being completed in unison. The project was
started on Tuesday and completed by Friday.

Cost estimates for earlier proposals were in the $250,000-$300,000 ranges.
The innovative new project came in at less than $100, 00 which will be cost shared
between the federal and provincial governments and the West Point Development

Corporation. It is to be hoped that this technology can be useful to many property

owners on Prince Edward Island.




Lens from the Souris Light
returns
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Lighthouse News

Early in December Carol
was contacted by a writer from
Saltscapes Magazine. She is
doing an article about
lighthouses and wanted to
include some from PEL.

Carol sent her material
and is looking forward to this
article in the New Year.

When the Souris Harbour Authority
assumed ownership of the historic lighthouse in
2009, they wanted to display the former Fresnel
lens but could not locate it. Eric Gallant
mentioned this at a Divestiture Meeting at the
Charlottetown Hotel in March 2011. Good luck
was with him that night. Noel Palmer, a former
Coast Guard technician, was also in the audience.
He helped Eric locate it and it was returned to
Souris. This picture was taken in May, 2011. At
that time the lens was safely stored awaiting a
suitable display space. It was on display at the
lighthouse in the summer of 2011. A number of
new artifacts will be on display in 2012.

This4"or der bull 6s eye
replaced an earlier one in 1961. One of the first
mercury vapour lamps used by the Canadian
Coast Guard was installed at this site. Until 1961,
vapour mantle lights or 500W lights had been the
department standard. In a test of the new
technology the Coast Guard installed 400W
mercury vapour lights at Belle Isle, NF, Bird
Rocks and Souris East in the Charlottetown
Agency and Point Petre, Ontario. Souris East
keeper, Donal d Osborne,
l'ighto as did the other
test was successful; mercury vapour lamps
remain the standard today. In recent years a
number of lenses and their powerful lights have
been replaced by modern optics which is not
visible for the same distance as the previous
lights. The late Harry Harris, last keeper at the
East Point Light house compl ai ned
roman candle and now we
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www.saltscapes.com
(0]
CBCbO6bs Julia Cook int

Livingstone regarding the divestiture of Island
Lighthouses. The deadline for Municipalities or
groups to apply for ownership of more than 20 of
the Island lights is fast approaching -fewer than
150 days to the May 29" deadline of this year.

The Coast Guard has given their
assurance that they will continue to pay for the
electrical costs of the navigation lights. The new
owners will be responsible for the care of the
land and structure.

The media wants to raise awareness of
the fact that after that date NO MORE
Applications will be accepted. There will be a
three year period of time until MAY 29™ 2015 for
groups to fulfill their Commitments.

In August 2015 a list will be published
offering for sale ALL unclaimed lighthouses.

NEW PROJECT OFFICER IN CHARGE OF
| SLAND LI GHTHOUSESE

A Great Asset to us all.

Gilberte Losier

Project Officer/ Divestiture/ Real
Property/ Fisheries and oceans Canada.
P.0.Box 5030

Moncton NB

E1C 9B6
Gilberte.losier@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Gilberte Losier is very efficient and quick to
respond to inquiries. Within a short time she
verified to the PEI Lighthouse Society the
ownership of the Fish Island Lighthouse in
Cabot Park PEI as being the Malpeque
Historical Society, complete with proper
paper verification.




Sister Lights of the Northumberland Strait.

North Cape (1865) and Seacow Head(1863) Lighthouses on PEI and Cape
Jourimain, N.B.(1869-70) are referred to as Sister Lights in the joint Federal
Heritage Review Office (FHBRO) Building Report prepared by Gordon Fulton in
1990. They are examples of octagonal wood frame towers built in the Maritimes
immediately before and after Confederation. They are among the oldest wood-
frame towers still standing in the Maritimes.

The lighthouse at North Cape guided mariners past the treacherous reef at
the western entrance to the Northumberland Strait and the Seacow Head and
Jourimain Lighthouses were built at the narrowest part of the Northumberland
Strait.

All three are currently owned by the Canadian Coast guard and all three
currently have groups organizing to petition for ownership. Tignish Initiatives,
under the leadership of manager Anne Arsenault is looking to assume
ownership of the 62 foot North Cape Lighthouse. This will fit in well with the
Wind and Reef Restaurant and the North Cape Wind Test Interpretive Centre
which are also owned and operated by Tignish Initiatives. The group also
operates a number of other enterprises including The Tignish Heritage Inn which

was converted from a former convent.



